eLearning Discussion Outline:

The Discussion Board is an important part of this online course. It will be used as the digital classroom participation environment. You are expected to conduct yourself in a respectful manner in all postings. This includes posting only your original content and properly referencing the work of others. Copying and pasting from the internet will not be tolerated. Conduct yourself as you would in any other classroom environment, be respectful of others opinions, race, creed, sexual orientation, gender and age. 

The discussion topics will reflect your required readings and assignments in this course. You must post your own thoughts; if you post the thoughts of others you must reference them. Your postings should have, “Academic Character” filled with original ideas, opinions and the facts you have learned in this course. Your postings should be on time and follow the schedule for this course. No points will be given for late posts. Please post your discussion under the correct topic. If it is posted under the incorrect topic it will be missed and not graded.  

You will be expected to read the other discussion postings and respond to at least (2) other postings per topic. You will be expected to post much more than, “Yes, No or I agree/Disagree” you should be able to support any position you take and be ready to defend it. You will need to post responses in a timely manner. You will have (4) days to post your responses after the due date of the discussion posting on the schedule. These discussion postings will be “asynchronous” or occurring at different times so do not expect an immediate response.  Please feel free to post any other information under the “Student Lounge” topic area. 

Your participation on the Discussion board will be graded. There will be (10) Discussion questions or topics posted on the discussion board.  You will receive (5) points for each topic, (3) for your post and (2) for your responses, for a total of (50) points or (15%) of your final grade.  No points will be given for late posts.

*Please read the table below to understand how I will grade your discussion postings.
*How your discussions will be graded.

Created by Dr. Stella Porto
	Criteria
	Poor
	Good
	Excellent

	Significance
	Student's contributions do not add any richness to the conversation. The contributions repeat what others have said, and thus are not integrated in the thread of conversation. The contributions are not in student's own words, but merely copy information on sites.
	A good number of the student's interventions are meaningful. In most cases, the contributions are well connected to the thread of conversation. The student in some cases asks good questions and initiates good threads.
	The majority of the student's posts are meaningful, no copies, integrated with the thread of discussion and adds to the learning experience. The student asks very good questions or makes important comments that generate good conversation in the class.

	Timeliness
	The student posts messages after the sessions are complete, and thus the information cannot be useful to others. It can in fact be distracting and annoying, because the sessions are over.
	The student most of the time makes contributions when then threads are alive and worthy. People can still profit from the information.
	The student always posts his/her contributions when the threads are still alive and flowing.

	Frequency
	Students comes less than 40% of the available sessions.
	Student participates in between 40% and 80% of the available sessions.
	Student participates in more than 80% of the available sessions.

	Intensity
	In sessions where the student participates, his/her participation is kept to a minimum, very strict (i.e., one contribution in the whole session). Student never takes any initiative in significant discussion.
	In the sessions where the student participates, his/her participation is medium, with avg ___ contributions per session. Student sometimes takes initiative in class discussion
	In the sessions where the student participates, his/her contributions are numerous. Student frequently has a leading role of taking initiative in classroom discussions.  

	Collaborative
	Student is not felt to be present in a collaborative way in the class.
	In some situations, the student has tried to be collaborative
	Student is clearly collaborative with others in the class in many situations (bringing new information useful to others, clarifying doubts, answering questions, promoting high spirits, promoting his/her peers.)


References for Discussion Grading Rubric
DE Oracle @ UMUC , Dr. Stella Porto, 2004 Sample Rubric for Grading Online Class Participation
         Retrieved October 21, 2008,from:
http://deoracle.org/learning-objects/sample-rubric-for-grading-online-class-participation.html
Online Discussion Guidelines for Students
Developed by the Educational Technology Center at Northeastern University, 2007 
Your postings should be thorough and thoughtful. Just posting an “I agree disagree with your comment” or an “I think the same” to someone else’s thoughts is not considered to be an adequate response.

· Participate regularly in class discussions. This is a simple tip, but a crucial one. It takes some time for discussions to build up momentum, so you'll need to return to a discussion frequently to track and channel its development.


· Don't disappear after posting your comment. A discussion should be more than a series of e-mail postings. Someone may reply to your comment, asking for clarification or presenting a difference of opinion. Check the discussion's progress a day or two after you've posted your comments, and address other participants' response to your initial post.


· Stick to one topic at a time. If you have several different ideas to bring into a discussion, start a new thread for each idea, and give each thread a clear descriptive title. This way, other classmates can engage with each idea in depth, and participants can easily find the topics that most interest them.


· Take time to organize your thoughts before posting. You want everyone to read and understand your comment, so present it in an organized, easy-to-read manner. Provide only the most essential information in your post. If people want further details, they'll ask for them in a reply. When your comment contains a lot of material, try to break up the information into short chunks.


· Avoid discussion posts that offer little more than "I agree." Each discussion posting should offer some new content, aimed to foster continued exploration of the topic. Stating "I agree" or "I disagree" alone will not add much to the discussion, and if a number of people post such statements, the discussion may quickly come to a halt. Raise new questions, and keep track of issues that have not been fully investigated in previous posts.


· Remember that discussion is an exchange, not a lecture. Solicit feedback from your classmates. You should take a clear position in your post, but it is a good idea to invite alternative perspectives. What new questions or problems arise from the position you're taking? How does your position relate to the position taken by other participants?
References for Discussion Guidelines for Students
Northeastern University, 2007 Discussion Guidelines for Students
         Retrieved October 21, 2008,from:
http://www.edtech.neu.edu/teach/use_blackboard/managing_your_course/documents/discussion_guidelines_students.pdf
